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President’s Corner 

Wow, it's Quilt Show month already! I've 

been working on getting ready for the show. 

The other day I registered my items for the 

Boutique, and it was very easy! Their tags are 

all attached and have my initials and item 

number, price, and a short description. My 

next task is to make labels for the back of 

the quilts that I am going to show. I'm 

terrible about labeling my quilts – maybe 

one of you will share an easy technique with 

me! I hope everyone will sign up to work at 

least one shift at the show. It's a lot of fun 

and a great way to get to know other 

members better. This is definitely an event 

where the more of us that join in, the 

merrier. 

 

 Connie Stevenson 

 

Change for Thursday October Evening Bee 
Our October evening quilt get together is moving to the 5th Thursday of the month, 

just for one month. It’s also our last Thursday evening meeting of 2026. This is because 

of Thanksgiving and then Fairview Village Church closing the building for Christmas 

week so maintenance staff can enjoy that time with their families.  

                                                        Ruth Heslin 

 

VFHQ 
Quilt Show 

Friday, October 23 

10:00 am -5:00 pm 
Saturday, October 24 

10:00 am-4:00 pm 

http://www.valleyforgequilters/
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Happy Birthday 

October 

2 Marcy Mancini 

7 Dara Dinner 

7 Kayleigh Graff 

11 Vanessa Garst 

18 Karen Glasthal 

21 Patty Tillman 

30 Christine Capece 

November 

13 Sandy Darlington 

13 Denise Greenhalgh 

19 Joan Markowitz 

21 Sheila Brassington 

29  Sharon Berry 

 

 

Programs 

October 

Bring your quilts to the quilt show.  

See directions in this newsletter (Page 

4). 

November 

 Quilt Show Finale.  Do you want to 

hear how the guild show did?  Do you 

wonder who won Viewer’s Choice?  Of 

course you do!  Find out at our 

November meeting. 

                             Debbie Bianco 

 

40!              40!!              40!!!               40!!!! 

Lordy, Lordy, Look Who’s Forty! 
When Valley Forge Homestead Quilters started in 1987, the rotary cutter was fairly new to quilting, 

Jinny Beyer’s collections for RJR Fabrics were only 2 years old, and machine quilting was banned from 

big shows. Today, we speak in a language of One Block Wonders, monofilament threads, edge-to-

edge designs, and we have more specialty rulers than we know what to do with! 

Celebrate 40 years of fun and friendship with the 2027 Challenge! 

Just a few guidelines: 

1. 40 must be represented in some way, whether it’s a number on the quilt, 40 blocks, 40 buttons, 

40 stitched into the quilting, or – make your own category! 

2. Include the guild in some way – the letters VFHQ, the log cabin logo, log cabin blocks, etc. 

The rest – colors, fabrics, construction techniques, quilting patterns, etc., is all up to you. (Pssst! Ruby 

is the stone for 40th anniversaries. Just sayin’.) Please keep the size to a maximum of 40 inches on a 

side. We will present our creations and vote for our favorites at the September 2027 meeting. 

Have fun! 

Dawn Heefner  
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Valley Forge Homestead Quilters Meeting – Sept. 15, 2026 

Welcome: Connie Stevenson welcomed members in person and on Zoom, including one new member: Debra 

Omlor. 

Door Prizes: Marcy Mancini and Debbie Wallingford won door prizes. 

Announcements: -We still need volunteers for the Holiday Party Committee. Please speak to Connie if you are 

interested.  If you wish to see the Treasurer’s Report, please email Babette Sutherland and she will add you to 

her distribution list. 

Membership: Please remember to pay your dues. Per our bylaws, those who have not paid by the October 

meeting will forfeit their membership. 

Comfort Quilts: Maxine Close announced that 39 quilts were turned in for August, for a total of 199 so far this 

year. There will be Comfort Quilt sewing at the Upper Merion Senior Center on October 5, and a Zoom workshop 

on October 10. Fran Amore won the Comfort Quilt drawing. 

Workshops: -The Friendship Tea and UFO workshop will be held on September 26. Established members will 

provide food, and there will be tutorials. There are no workshops in November or December.  

Quilt Show: -There was a jar at the meeting for collecting donations for Basket Raffle filler items. Jen Fillman had 

tags at her table for Boutique Items. Boutique Items must be registered by September 30. Linda Mitchell and 

Kathie Haney will be managing the Sweet Shoppe at the Quilt Show. Members can donate water, soda, or baked 

goods. All baked goods must be individually wrapped, and the cuter the better! Small loaves of bread sold 

particularly well at the last show, and a variety of flavors would be welcome. There is also a growing demand for 

gluten free items. A Sign-Up Genius will be sent. Karen Glasthal announced that half of the volunteer slots for 

the Quilt Show have been filled. Please use Sign-Up Genius to volunteer for shifts. Deb Graves announced that a 

schedule of demonstrations is available on Facebook and will be in the newsletter and an email to members, so 

you can schedule your volunteer shifts around the demonstrations you wish to attend.  As of the meeting, half 

of the guild’s members had not entered a quilt in the show. 47 people had registered 114 quilts.  Deb reminded 

members that you can register a quilt for the show even if it’s not finished yet. At the October meeting, quilts for 

the show will be collected and organized. You can begin turning in quilts at 6:30. You will pick up a number and 

wait for your number to be called to turn in your quilts. You will have a piece of paper for each quilt with your 

name, your quilt’s name, and its dimensions (Deb had these available at the meeting and they will also be emailed 

to members). A number will be assigned to each quilt, and you will keep that paper as a receipt to be used when 

picking up your quilt, starting at 5:00 on Saturday. Quilt labels with at least your name and date are encouraged 

but not required. If you only have large quilts and want to enter another, email Deb. Quilt Show signs can be put 

on your personal property any time. Signs can go onto public property in Upper Merion and vicinity beginning 

October 1. 

50/50 Drawing: Nancy Hannum won the 50/50 drawing. 

Program: The meeting this month included the 2026 Oh, My Stars! Challenge. Voting was completed via secret 

ballot during the refreshments break. Before the results were presented, each member spoke about their quilt. 

The results: 1st place: Donna Raymond, 2nd place: Fran Amore, 3rd place: Gigi Procario. Dawn Heefner presented 

the 2027 Challenge: “Celebrating 40 Years of Fun and Friendship with VFHQ” Please see the Newsletter for 

additional information.  

UFO Challenge: Participants in Cathy’s UFO Challenge presented their final quilts, and Linda Juzbasich won the 

drawing.  

Block of the Month: Connie announced that the 2027 Block of the Month will be revealed in November and will 

begin in January.  

Show and Tell: Show and tell followed.  

October meeting: There will be no Zoom. Bring your quilts for the show, Boutique items, and items for 

Grandma’s Attic.  

The meeting was adjourned.      Respectfully submitted, 

       Kayleigh Graff, Secretary 
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  October 20 Meeting Plan 
This meeting is for checking in quilts and Boutique items and for bringing any remaining 

Grandma’s Attic items. There is no program, no Zoom, no snacks, and no show and tell. 

• The start time is 7:00 p.m., but feel free to come at 7:15 or 7:30, as it may reduce your waiting 

time. We are suggesting, but it is not required, if your last name starts with A-K, come at 7:30. 

If your last name starts with L-Z, come at 7. If everyone shows up at 7:00, some folks will be 

waiting around for a long time. Feel free to socialize while you wait, but once you turn 

everything in you can leave. 

• We will have numbers by the door for quilt check in. It will be first come first served. You don’t 

have to stand in line but must listen for your number.  

• We will take quilts one person at a time. We need to be careful to get your quilts numbered 

and in the right spot, so we ask for patience.  

• Each quilt must come with a paper with your name, quilt name, and the category (e.g. large 

quilt, 2025 challenge). We passed out paper copies at the September meeting, and the file will 

be sent by email a few days before the show. Also, a copy is below. Just fill in the form for each 

quilt and bring with your quilts. You will receive the papers back, with your quilt numbers on 

them. Please save these papers as they are your receipts you will use to get your quilts back 

on Saturday. 

• About quilt labels:  we should all label or at least sign and date all of our quilts, but we are not 

going to turn them away if you chose not to do that. 

• Bring your BOUTIQUE items with price tags. You may be able to sign in your Boutique items 

while you wait to turn in your quilts. 

• Bring your fabric and notions for Grandma’s attic and drop them off at the Grandma’s attic 

area. If you have time, offer to help. 

• The quilt show closes at 4 pm on Saturday, October 24. You can retrieve your quilts starting at 

5:00 pm. You can retrieve unsold Boutique merchandise at about 5 pm. Again, we appreciate 

your patience for these activities. 
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Demonstrations at our Quilt Show 

 Time Subject 

Friday 10:30 Cathy Fennell: Selvages-what to do with them 

 11:30  Deb Graves: Spiral Quilting 

 1:00 Brianna Whittier: Yarn 

 2:00 Charlene Hagerty: Facing a Quilt 

Saturday 10:30 Judy Snook: Note Cards 

 11:30 Connie Stevenson: Several ways to make flying geese 
 1:00  Charlene Hagerty: Finish a quilt without binding 
 2:00 Fran Amore: Foundation Piecing 

 

 The 2027 Block of the Month 
The 2027 Block of the Month will be revealed at the November meeting. Samples will 

be shared with the membership, and patterns will be available for purchase at the 

November and December meetings for $23. (Cash preferred). Please consider joining us 

in sewing along and creating this amazing quilt next year!  

Jen Fillman 

 
September UFOs (Final Month) 

                     

                Linda Juzbasich                                 Ruth Heslin                               Jen Fillman 

    Meghan Heslin                                  Carol Mellom                                                                                                  
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Quilt Shows 

June - October  

Pieced Together: American Quilts Across Generations – June 8 - October 18, 2026. An exhibit 

opening in the Pearl S. Buck House Museum this summer at 520 Dublin Road, Perkasie, PA. 

Explore American quilting traditions from the Civil War era to the present. Featuring a 

remarkable range of quilts, from early utilitarian quilts reflective of 19th-century life to 

contemporary art quilts, including pieces that have won awards in regional and national quilt 

shows. Tickets are on sale now at https://pearlsbuckinternational.ticketspice.com/quilt-exhibit. 

October  

Quilts from the Heart of Berks - October 2-3, 2026. Presented by the Berks Quilters Guild at 

Leesport Farmers Market, 312 Gernant's Church Rd., Leesport, PA. For more info visit 

https://www.berksquiltersguild.org/quilt-show. 

Keystone Quilters 2026 Quilt Show - October 9-10, 2026. Presented by Keystone Quilters 

Guild at the Finland Mennonite Church, 1750 Ziegler Road, Pennsburg, PA. For more info visit 

https://www.keystonequilters.org/quilt-show. 

Quilts in the Mill – October 16-17, 2026. Presented by the Courthouse Quilters Guild at 

Prallsville Mills, 33 Risler Street, Stockton, NJ. For more info see the quilt show flyer. 

Every Quilt Tells a Story- October 16-18, 2026. Presented by South Shore Stitchers Quilt Guild 

at the Upper Township Community Center, 1790 Route 50, Tuckahoe, NJ. For more info visit 

http://www.southshorestitchers.com/. 

Valley Forge Quilt Show - October 23-24, 2026. Presented by Valley Forge Homestead Quilters 

at the Good Shepard Church, King of Prussia, PA. For more info go to the Valley Forge Quilt 

Show web page. 

November  

Every Quilt Tells a Story – November 20-21, 2026. Presented by the Main Line Quilters at Saint 

Luke Lutheran Church, 203 N Valley Forge RD, Devon, PA. Boutique, Fabric Sale, Raffle Baskets, 

Vendors, Small Quilt Raffle, Snacks. For more info visit https://mainlinequilters.org/.  

Check out the Quilt Show page on our website for upcoming local and national shows. 

Shop Hops 

Eastern PA Shop Hop 10/23/2026 - 11/7/2026 Shops in Berks, Carbon, Lycoming, Luzerne, and 

Monroe counties. List of Shops with Travel time to Next Shop. List of Shops with Travel time to 

Next Shop. Here is a List of Shops with Addresses. 

 

         Cathy Radcliffe 

 

https://pearlsbuck.org/
https://pearlsbuckinternational.ticketspice.com/quilt-exhibit
http://leesportmarket.com/
https://www.berksquiltersguild.org/quilt-show
https://www.keystonequilters.org/quilt-show
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/res_quilts_in_the_mill-2026.pdf
http://www.southshorestitchers.com/
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/Evt-QShow-Pg.html
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/Evt-QShow-Pg.html
https://mainlinequilters.org/
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/Res-Quilt-Shows.html
https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1LHr3SWuJM/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1LHr3SWuJM/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1LHr3SWuJM/
https://www.facebook.com/EasternPAShopHop/directory_privacy_and_legal_info
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  Spring Retreat 2027 

The VFHQ Spring Retreat will be April 8-11, 2027 at Black Rock Retreat 

Center in Quarryville, Pa. Arrival time is after 1:00 p.m. on Thursday and our 

ending time will be 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. https://www.blackrockretreat.com/  

Registrations are due by December 15, 2026, at the latest. See signup form 

(Page 8). I would appreciate it if you would send me quick email if you intend 

to join us ASAP. If we don’t get enough folks to cover the required minimum, 

we will have to cancel by January 2, 2027. 

We would love to see “regular attendees” as well as some new faces!  It’s a 

great way to spend time with members in a smaller group setting. Overnight 

accommodations as well as Daily Rates (sewing room & optional meals only) 

are available. 

• We will once again have the large Oakwood Dining Room for our sewing 

space. This space can comfortably accommodate 20 retreaters. 

• Our sleeping space will be in the Dogwood Motel. There are only 7 

overnight rooms available; each has 1 Queen bed + 2 twin bunk bed sets 

& private bathroom. Depending on # of people per room, we can 

accommodate approximately 14 overnight retreaters. 

Prices: 

3 Nights 1P/Rm 2PP/Rm 3PP/Rm Meals Included 

Thursday night April 8 TO 

Saturday night April 10, 2026 

$625 $385 $305 Thr:  D; Fri: B-L-D; 

Sat:  B-L-D; Sun: B 

     

2 Nights     

Thursday night April 8 &  

Friday night April 9 

$410 $255 $205 Thr: D; Fri: B-L-D; 

Sat: B 

OR     

Friday night April 9 &  

Saturday night April 10 

$435 $265 $210 Fri: D; Sat: B-L-D; 

Sun: B 

     

Daily Rate 

$15 per person per day 

   Optional Meals 

B $12; L $16; D $18 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with ANY questions. 

Sue Fisher 

 

https://www.blackrockretreat.com/
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Show and Tell 

       

                 Gail Volz                                        Debbie Bianco                                  Fran Amore 

   

                     Lisa Lombardo                                                                      Nancy Hannem 

   

                          Carol Fishman                                                                              Joan Shaw 

             

                Rita Mack                                                 Connie Stevenson                                       Kayleigh Graff 
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Charity Efforts 
At the September meeting there were 22 quilts brought in making a total of 221 for 

the year!  Thank you again to all that have made this possible.  Einstein NICU, St. 

Christophers' Children's Hospital, Coatesville VA, and Paoli Hospital all appreciate what 

you have done.   

Einstein NICU  5     St. Christopher’s  6     Paoli  5     VA  6 

The Upper Merian Sr. Center gathering is October 5 starting at 9:30. If you need 

batting or backing, please let me know a few days before that Monday.  Saturday, 

October 10 is our next Zoom starting at 9:30.  I hope you will join us at one or both. 

Congratulations to Fran, whom won the Comfort Quilt drawing. 

Maxine Close 

 
 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 
  

 

 

  

New Members 
WELCOME, GAIL VOLZ 

Gail is a social worker at Dunwoody Village Personal Care.  She runs a monthly dementia group 

there.  One of the residents told Gail about our guild and we’re glad Gail followed up on her suggestion. 

She learned how to quilt in a class at a local quilt store in 2002.  It was something Gail always wanted 

to do after 9/11. Her grandmother gave Gail her sewing machine.  In 2001 her husband gave her a 

Bernina for Christmas.  She has had fun sewing with a friend on retreats and going to quilt shows with 

her.  

Gail likes to do a variety of things – baby quilts, Mondo bags, wall hangings, lap quilts plus twin 

and king size quilts.  Gardening, going to live music events with one son, and seeing her sons and 

grandson especially at Longwood Gardens are more things she likes to do.  She has another son, the 

father of two-year-old Owen.  Gail has been married for almost 39 years.  She helps take care of her 

brother, Rob, who lives in a personal care home in West Chester.  His dog, Dawson, now lives with Gail 

and her family. 

WELCOME, DEBRA OMLOR 

A Google search brought Debra to our guild.  She is a new quilter having spent time crocheting 

and knitting before she jumped into sewing and then quilting when she decided to make a quilt for 

her newborn nephew.  Debra also loves to do hand embroidery and hand quilting.  We’re glad to have 

her nimble fingers.  She is a physician assistant.  She and her husband have two children and two cats 

who love to be in her craft room. 
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2026 Challenge “Oh My Stars” 

   
  Donna Raymond 1st Place       Fran Amore 2nd Place           Gigi Procario 3rd Place 

               
               Ann Palmer                                         April Hostler                                       Carol Fishman 

             

                         Carol Mellom                                           Carol Olinick                               Cathy Fennell 

            

                     Cindy Brennan                                              Deb Graves                                Deb Graves 
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  2026 Challenge “Oh My Stars” Cont. 

         
             Elsa Scherphorn                          Ethyl Hutchinson                                            Jen Fillman 

             

                     Joan Sheaw                             Joann Kirschenmann                                Judy Snook 

    

                  Kayleigh Graff                                   Linda Juzbasich                                         Meghan Heslin 

     

       Lisa Lombardo                     Marcy Mancini                   Sandy Dounce                                   Rita Mack 
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  Reoccurring Workshops and Bees 

Event 
Day of the Month & 

Time 
Location Coordinator 

Sr. Center Comfort Quilt 
1st Monday/9:30-3:00 

Bring your own lunch 

Upper Merion Senior Center 

431 W. Valley Forge Rd. 

King of Prussia, PA 

Maxine Close 

Tuesday Evening Bee 1st Tuesday/7:00–9:00 Zoom Deb Graves 

Saturday Sew Along 1st Saturday/9:30–4:00 Zoom Deb Graves 

Tuesday Afternoon Bee 2nd Tuesday/12:30–3:30 Zoom Jean Hayden 

Online Comfort Quilt 2nd Saturday/9:30–3:00 Zoom Maxine Close 

Thursday Evening Bee 

4th Thursday / 6:00–8:30 

Oct. Bee 5th Thur 

No Bee Nov & Dec 

Fairview Village Church 

3044 W. Germantown Pike 

Eagleville, PA 

Ruth Heslin 

Northern Bee 5th Tuesday / 6:30–9:30 Zoom Barbara Hughes 

 

October 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

 

  1 2 3 

Zoom 

Saturday Sew 

Along 

9:30 - 4:00 

4 5 

Sr. Center 

Comfort Quilt 

9:30-3:00 

6 

Zoom 

Evening Bee 

7:00-9:00 

7 8 9 10 

Zoom  

Comfort Quilt 

Workshop 

9:30-3:00 

11 12 13 

Zoom 

Afternoon Bee 

12:30-3:30 

14 15 16 17 

 

18 19 20 

Guild Meeting 

7:00 

 

21 22 

 

23 

 

Quilt Show 

24 

 

Quilt Show 

25 

 

26 27 28 29  

Evening Bee 

Fairview 

Church 

6;00-8:30 

30 31 
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Valley Forge Homestead  

Quilt Guild 

PO Box 62463 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 
ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com 

 

www.valleyforgequilters.org 

VFHQ on Facebook 

Monthly Guild Meetings are held on 

the Third Tuesday of every month at 

7:00 P.M. at the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church in King of Prussia, 

PA 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Send to:  Judy Snook 

Information for the next newsletter 

must be received by the 23rd of the 

month. 

Board of Directors 

President          Connie Stevenson 

Vice President     April Hostler 

Treasurer             Babette Sutherland 

Secretary             Kayleigh Graff 

Membership        Jen Fillman 

Programs            Deb Bianco 

Newsletter Editor Judy Snook 
 

Guild Committees and Resources 

50:50    Kathie Haney 

AccuQuilt Die Cutter Lisa Lombardo 

Bees:  Afternoon  Jean Hayden 

      Evening  Deb Graves 

      Northern      Barbara Hughes 

      Thurs Evening Ruth Heslin 

Challenge   Dawn Heefner 

Comfort Quilts  Maxine Close 

Facebook   Deb Graves 

Historian   April Hostler 

Hospitality   Jen Fillman 

Hostess   Laura Chaplar 

Library    Ruth Heslin                                   

Member Comfort  Rosemary Geisler 

& Judy Snook 

Newsletter Publisher  Janet Gaboury 

Quilt Show Cathy Fennell & 

Deb Graves 

Refreshments  Charlene Hagerty  

Retreat/Fall   Linda Mitchell 

Retreat/Spring  Barbara Hughes 

Set-up   Cathy Fennell 

Sunshine   Joan Shaw 

Webmaster   Cathy Radcliffe 

Workshops  Anita Bennett & 

Linda Juzbasich 

Zoom/Technology       Deb Graves 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/jagab/Documents/VFHQ/March%202024/ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/

