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President’s Corner 

As I'm writing this, Thanksgiving is drawing 

near, and then of course the various wintertime 

holidays. I'm sure many of us have made 

a holiday themed quilt or table runner, but what 

about something a little different? Perhaps a 

whole tablecloth, pieced and backed but no 

batting. Cloth napkins from a favorite fabric, with 

a simple hemmed edge. Or fun holiday-themed 

pillowcases for the guest room, or for yourself!  

I do hope you will be able to join in on the fun 

at our Guild's holiday party on December 16th - 

details are listed later in this newsletter. Our 

Programs team has planned a fun evening for all 

of us to enjoy. We always have a wonderful time!  

  Connie Stevenson 

 

 

VFHQ Donation to the Upper Merion 

Community Cupboard 

Guild members really came through gathering 

food for the Upper Merion Community Cupboard!  

We collected 212 pounds of food at the November 

meeting.  The food will help families in the Upper 

Merion School District.  Thank you to everyone who 

donated!!! 

                           Jennie Spotila 
 

http://www.valleyforgequilters/
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Happy Birthday 

December 

2 Joan Gunder 

3 Ethel Hutchinson 

4 Janet Gaboury 

5 Ann Palmer 

6 Connie Stevenson 

12 Dottie Dolgash 

19 Becky Weiland 

24 Mary Larkin 

January 

14 Martine Green 

21 Mary Molettiere 

30 Debbie Bianco 

 

 

 

 

Programs 
Winter Holiday Celebration 

At our meeting on Tuesday, Dec 16th starting at 6:00 

PM, we will have our Winter Holiday Party! (please note 

the earlier starting time!). I am looking forward to the 

delicious dinner which we all contribute to.   

If your birthday is: 

January/ February/March/April –bring an entrée 

May/June/July/August –bring an appetizer or side dish 

September/October/November/December –bring dessert 

 Included in the festivities is a Quilt Block drawing. Please 

check out the website of “Amy Smart Diary of a Quilter”, for 

her “Modern Christmas Tree Quilt Block Pattern and 

Tutorial”(https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-

christmas-tree-quilt-block/)).  We are making this 

in cream/white & soft blue for a winter look. You have the 

right block version if the directions have you starting with 

two 8.5-inch squares of fabric. Her video at the bottom of 

the site is very helpful.  These go together super-fast and 

are a lot of fun.   The finished block measurements can vary 

slightly, and they have a sizeable background. Don’t square 

them up. The lucky winner can trim the trees (no pun 

intended) to size he/she prefers. Karen Glasthal is handling 

the quilt block raffle. Call Karen if you have any questions.   

  

         
Our tables will be decorated by our fellow members who volunteered to bring some 

of their home holiday décor to make our meeting hall look gloriously festive.  Tables will 

be numbered and you will get to vote on your favorite.  I am so looking forward to seeing 

these. Call either Nancy Hannum and Kate Sevenski for questions about the table 

decorations you signed up to do. 

Games – We have quite a line-up planned. Come and see for yourself!!! No need to 

bring a wrapped gift.  Just bring your birthday defined dinner contribution, a blue/cream 

tree block if you choose, and let’s all get in the holiday spirit together!!!  

Our January 20th meeting is totally by Zoom and we will hear from Julia McLeod who 

lives in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Julia specializes in making quilts from rescued textiles, 

and her lecture, "Everything but the Cotton", will explore antique and modern quilts made 

of wool, silk, polyester and more.  

Deb Bianco 

 

https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
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Guild Meeting Minutes – Nov. 18, 2025  
Welcome: Connie Stevenson welcomed all members both present and on Zoom. 

Announcements: -Debbie Bianco asked members to let her know of any local speakers the guild may 

want to book for future meetings. 

-Debbie also sent around a sign-up list for members to decorate tables for the December meeting. 

Members will decorate the center of the tables, and any celebration (Christmas, Hannukah, Kwanzaa) 

may be used as a theme.  Silver or gold tablecloths will be provided, but you may replace them with a 

different tablecloth. The tables measure 6’ by 30”. Remember to leave room for 8 people and their food! 

Debbie gave the following food assignments for members to bring to the December meeting: January, 

February, March and April birthdays – bring an entrée. May, June, July, and August birthdays – bring a 

side or appetizer. September, October, November, and December birthdays – bring a dessert. Debbie 

also announced that there will be a Block Lotto at the December meeting. There is a modern Christmas 

tree quilt block and demo on Amy Smart’s website (https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-

christmas-tree-quilt-block/). The block should be made in a blue/cream/white (wintery) color scheme 

and brought untrimmed. For each block you bring, you will get one ticket for a chance to win some of 

the blocks. Finally, Debbie announced that there will not be a gift exchange at this year’s holiday party. 

-April Hostler requested that anyone with pictures from the fall retreat email them to her for the guild’s 

history. 

-Carol Mellom gave members information about the Wreaths Across America event in honor of veterans 

at Washington Memorial Chapel on December 13th. You may be interested in buying a wreath for $17.00 

or being a volunteer. https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/175179/Overview/?relatedId=167566) 

Comfort/Fidget Quilts: Maxine Close announced that 34 comfort quilts were collected in October, 

bringing the year-to-date total to 231. The next Comfort Quilt zoom will be on December 13, 2025. 

There will be a Comfort quilt/Fidget quilt/Port pillow workshop on Zoom on January 24, 2026. 

Comfort Quilt Drawing: The winner is Linda Juzbasich 

Workshops: January: Zoom Comfort quilt/Fidget quilt/Port pillow workshop. February: Zoom workshop 

with Eleanor Levie. March: Connie Stevenson’s project from “Just Get it Done Quilts”; you can use a jelly 

roll or cut strips from your stash. 

50/50 Drawing: Joan Gunder is the winner of the drawing. 

Door Prizes: Denise Pokorny won a door prize. 

Row of Every Other Month: Participants showed their assembled quilt tops; Linda Juzbasich won the 

drawing. 

UFO Challenge: Participants shared their finished quilts for the month.  Carol Mellom won the drawing. 

Food Cupboard Donation Raffle: Jennie Spotila announced that Ethel Hutchinson won the “thank 

you” gift for donating to the Upper Merion Community Cupboard. Jennie thanked all of those who 

brought donations. 

Program: Rebecca Fenstermaker of Sugar and Sand Quilt Company in New Jersey delivered a lecture 

on “Finding Your U-F-Flow.” She showed us how to use her “UFO Prevention Kit,” and members had the 

option to give their email addresses to receive a copy of the “kit.” 

Show and Tell: Show and tell followed 

December meeting: Connie reminded members that the December meeting on December 16, 2025, 

will be our holiday party. The meeting will start at 6:00 PM and there will be no Zoom. Please remember 

to bring your potluck item.  

The meeting was adjourned.    Respectfully submitted, 

Kayleigh Graff 

https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/175179/Overview/?relatedId=167566
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November Show and Tell 

         
                              Ann Palmer                              Janet Gaboury                      Fran Amore 

                
                      Jean Corday                                 Jen Fillman                                        Joan Shaw 

      

    Joann Kirschenmann                          Kayleigh Graff                                               Sue Davis 

                   

               Cathy Fennell                                    Laura Ocker                                               Venessa Garst                                             
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  Quilt Shows 
January 2026 

QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse #13 - January 21-24, 2026. Presented by Mancuso Show 

Management—leaders in virtual quilting and textile art events—this dynamic online 

experience is your chance to explore new techniques, spark your creativity, and connect 

with fellow enthusiasts, all from the comfort of home. With instructors and participants 

from across the globe, QuiltFest celebrates a lively and inclusive international quilting 

community. Please note: All workshops at QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse will be live on 

Zoom and will not be recorded. For more info visit https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-

shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-13/. 

February 2026 

Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival - February 26 to March 1, 2026. The LARGEST QUILT 

FESTIVAL on the Eastern Seaboard presented by Mancuso Show Management at the 

Hampton Roads Convention Center, 1610 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA. For more info 

visit https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/mid-atlantic-quilt-

festival/. 

March 2026 

Art Quilt Elements 2026 - March 23 to April 25, 2026. At the Wayne Art Center, 413 

Maplewood Ave, Wayne, PA. Art Quilt Elements 2024 is the 16th biennial exhibition of 

this internationally acclaimed show, unique for its professional presentation of 

contemporary fine art quilts. For more info visit http://artquiltelements.org/ 

QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse #14 – March 25-28, 2026. Presented by Mancuso Show 

Management—leaders in virtual quilting and textile art events—this dynamic online 

experience is your chance to explore new techniques, spark your creativity, and connect 

with fellow enthusiasts, all from the comfort of home. With instructors and participants 

from across the globe, QuiltFest celebrates a lively and inclusive international quilting 

community. Please note: All workshops at QuiltFest Virtual Schoolhouse will be live on 

Zoom and will not be recorded. For more info visit https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-

shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-14/. 

A Quilter’s Destination Lancaster Quilt Show @ Lebanon Valley - March 25-28, 2026. 

At the Lebanon Valley Exposition Center, 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon, PA. Celebrating 

34 years. The show features over 55+ vendors, 150+ quilts and 50+ classes. It also 

includes free admission, free parking and free lectures. For more info visit 

https://www.aquiltersdestination.com/lancaster-pa. 

Check out the Quilt Show page on our website for upcoming local and national shows. 

          Cathy Radcliffe 

https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-13/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-13/
https://thehrcc.com/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/mid-atlantic-quilt-festival/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/mid-atlantic-quilt-festival/
https://wayneart.org/
http://artquiltelements.org/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-14/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/quiltfest-virtual-schoolhouse-14/
http://www.lebexpo.org/
https://www.aquiltersdestination.com/lancaster-pa
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/Res-Quilt-Shows.html
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Row of Every Other Month – 2025 

The rows are done, now sew it all together, quilt, bind, and label. Your completely 

finished quilts will be revealed at the Holiday Party in December. Any questions, please 

contact Cathy Fennell. 

                        

                   Linda Juzbasich                             Meghan Heslin                            Ruth Heslin 

                

            Anita Bennett                   April Hostler                     Carol Olinick                       Jen Fillman 

                            

             Dawn Heefner                                   Jean Corday                                       Elsa Scherphorn  
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Cathy's UFO Challenge 2025-2026 

The UFO number for December is 8. Please bring your finished UFO to the 

December meeting.                                                       

Cathy Fennell 
 

 

                
                  Venessa Garst                                   Linda Juzbasich                               Jen Fillman 

            

                          Carol Mellom                               Babette Sutherland                       Judy Snook 

                    

                 Meghan Heslin                             April Hostler                               Ruth Heslin 

                 

                     Lisa Lombardo                       Cathy Fennell                                 Jean Hayden 
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Spring Retreat 2026 
There is still room available for the spring retreat at BlackRock Retreat April 9-12, 2026.  We have a 

big bright sewing room from Thursday at 1:00 PM until Sunday at 1:00 PM.  Unloading your machine 

and supplies is easy with the room entrance right at the parking lot.  Meals are included in the 

cost.  BlackRock is located south of Quarryville, Pa and is in a beautiful woodland setting which will be 

bursting with spring color in early April.   

Nights Single Room Double Room Triple Room  
Th, Fri & Sat (8 meals) $599 $385 $310 

Th & Fri (5 meals) $409 $255 $205  
Fri & Sat (5 meals) $434 $265 $208  

 Feel free to contact me with any questions.  My phone and email are in the member directory. 

Barbara Hughes 

 

 

Charity Efforts 

 
 

 
At our last meeting we had 26 beautiful quilts turned 

in making a total of 257 quilts for the year!!  Do you think 

we will make 300? 

VA 8,   Paoli 8,   Einstein 5,   and St. Christopher's 5 

Linda N. and I went to St. Christopher's and Einstein 

on Thursday and dropped many quilts off at both 

hospitals.  Yesenia at St. Christopher's said the children 

use the quilts when they get home to give them comfort 

after being in the hospital.   

We will not be having an in-person meeting in 

January or February so please be sure to take a kit at our 

December meeting if you don’t have something to work 

on at our workshop Saturday, January 24 starting at 

9:30.  We also meet every second Saturday of the month 

on Zoom at 9:30. This month will be December 13.   

                                                 Maxine Close 
 

 

SEEKING - one used rotary cutter of any size minus the blade. Do you have an old rotary cutter 

that you no longer use or can no longer get a blade for it? One sought for a quilt activity for 5–10 year-

old girls as part of a history display for all of 2026. The girls will learn some quilting terms, block 

patterns, and a little on the history and progress of quilting over the centuries. Please contact Melissa 

if you can lend or donate an old rotary cutter.  

Melissa Degenhardt 
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Valley Forge Homestead Quilters  

 

Spring Retreat – April 9-April 12, 2026 
Blackrock Retreat Center, 1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville PA 17566 (www.blackrockretreat.com)  

Coordinator: Barbara Hughes (see directory for email and mailing address) 

3 Nights 2people/Rm   (8) Meals Included: 

Thursday night April 9  

TO 

Saturday night April 11, 2026 

$385.00 pp 

 

Thr:  D Sat: B-L-D 

Fri:  B-L-D Sun: B 

 

   

2 Nights 2people/Rm   (5) Meals Included: 

Thursday night April 9 & Friday night April 10 

OR 

Friday night April 4 & Saturday night April 5 

$255.00 pp 

 

$265.00 pp 

Thr: D, Fri: B-L-D; Sat: B 

 

Fri: D, Sat: B-L-D; Sun: B 

   

Timeline December 15, 2025 $50 Non-Refundable Deposit due from attendees  

January, 2026  Balance Payments (full or partial) Accepted 

February 17, 2026 Final payment Due.   

    No cancellations or refunds after this date!  

    Unless spot filled by a new registration 

Up To March 1, 2025 Will take additions with full payment (if room available) 

April 9-April 12 Retreat 

Minimum/Maximum 10/24  
 

Final Balance Due Tuesday, February 17, 2026 (check payable to VFHQ) 

  Balance Payment 

Name:  Cash    

Check  Check #  eMail:  

   

        3 Night Option (Thr April 9 - Sat Apr 11)         2 Night Option (Thr April 9 & Fri April 10) 

        2 Night Option (Fri April 10 & Sat Apr 11) 

   

Requested Roommate(s): (1 Full + 2 Single beds per room) 

 
 

Commitment Due by Tuesday, December 15, 2025 (check payable to VFHQ) 

  $50 Non-Refundable Deposit Payment 

Name:  Cash  

Check  Check # eMail:  

   

       3 Night Option (Thr April 9-Sat Apr 

11) 

 2 Night Option (Thr April 9 & Fri April 10) 

 2 Night Option (Fri April 10 & Sat Apri11) 

Requested Roommate(s): 

(1 Full + 2 Single beds per room) 
 

http://www.blackrockretreat.com/
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Saturday Sew Along 

Date:  Dec. 6, 2025 

Time:  9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Place:  your home via Zoom 

Project:  one of your own choosing 

Workshops 

Zoom Comfort and Fidget Quilt Workshop with Maxine Close and Connie 

Stevenson 

Date:  Saturday, January 24, 2026 

Time:  9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Place:  your home via Zoom  

Zoom Fabric Weaving with Eleanor Levie  

Date:  Saturday, February 21, 2026 

Time:  9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Place:  your home via Zoom  

Details: A Sign Up Genius for the workshop will be send out after the 

December meeting.  See flyer on Page 10 for the supply list.  Additional 

flyers will available at the December Christmas party. 

Stash Buster Workshop with Connie Stevenson (example picture below) 

Date:  Saturday, March 21, 2026 

Time:  9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Place:  Good Shepherd Church  

 

 

Zoom Comfort Quilt Workshops 

Date:  Saturday, Dec. 13, 2025 

Time: 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Place:  your home via Zoom 
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December 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2  

Zoom 

Evening Bee 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

3 4 5 6 

Zoom 

Saturday Sew 

Along 

9:30 - 4:00 PM 

7 8 9 

Zoom 

Afternoon Bee 

12:30 – 3:30 PM 

10 11 

 

12 13 

Zoom 

Comfort Quilt 

Workshop 

9:30 - 4:00 PM 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Guild Meeting 

6:00 PM 

In Person Only 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

29 

 

30 

Zoom 

Northern Bee 

6:30 - 9:30 PM 

31    

       

Bees, Bees, Bees! 
(A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.)  Mark your calendar! 

Evening Bee 

1st Tuesday Zoom 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Coordinator –  

Deb Graves 

Afternoon Bee 

2nd Tuesday Zoom  

12:30 - 3:30 PM 

Coordinator - 

Jean Hayden 

Evening Bee 

4th Thursday 

6:00 - 8:30 PM 

Fairview Church, 

Germantown Pike, 

Fairview Village, PA 

Coordinator - Ruth Heslin 

Northern Bee 

5th Tuesday Zoom 

6:30 - 9:30 PM 

Coordinator - 

Barbara Hughes 

December 2 December 9 No Meeting - Holiday December 30 

 



December 2025 

13 

 

Board of Directors 

President          Connie Stevenson 

Vice President     April Hostler 

Treasurer             Babette Sutherland 

Secretary             Kayleigh Graff 

Membership        Jean Corday 

Programs            Deb Bianco 

Newsletter Editor Judy Snook 
 

Guild Committees and Resources 

50:50    Kathie Haney 

AccuQuilt Die Cutter Lisa Lombardo 

Bees:  Afternoon  Jean Hayden 

      Evening  Deb Graves 

      Northern      Barbara Hughes 

      Thurs Evening Ruth Heslin 

Challenge   Dawn Heefner 

Comfort Quilts  Maxine Close 

Facebook   Deb Graves 

Historian   April Hostler 

Hospitality   Jen Fillman 

Hostess   Laura Chaplar 

Library    Ruth Heslin                                   

Member Comfort  Rosemary Geisler 

& Judy Snook 

Newsletter Publisher  Janet Gaboury 

Quilt Show Cathy Fennell & 

Deb Graves 

Refreshments  Charlene Hagerty  

Retreat/Fall   Linda Mitchell 

Retreat/Spring  Barbara Hughes 

Set-up   Cathy Fennell 

Sunshine   Joan Shaw 

Webmaster   Cathy Radcliffe 

Workshops  Anita Bennett & 

Linda Juzbasich 

Zoom/Technology       Deb Graves 

 

 

 

Valley Forge Homestead  

Quilt Guild 

PO Box 62463 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 
ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com 

 

www.valleyforgequilters.org 

VFHQ on Facebook 

Monthly Guild Meetings are held on 

the Third Tuesday of every month at 

7:00 P.M. at the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church in King of Prussia, 

PA 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Send to:  Judy Snook 

Information for the next newsletter 

must be received by the 23rd of the 

month. 

file:///C:/Users/jagab/Documents/VFHQ/March%202024/ValleyForgeQuilters@gmail.com
http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/

