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Chatter with Cathy
Our first virtual Summer Camp is over. That can only mean summer is
almost over. Our Summer Camp session held on August 22 was so
much fun. Jenny Doan is a very relaxed quilter with almost no rules.
Watching the video and sewing with friends was an ideal way to spend
a Saturday in August. These camp sessions have been most enjoyable.
Not only do we get to sew together but we learn new techniques as
well. It has added to my PhD list, but it was well worth it. Special
thanks to Judy Snook, Maxine Close and Deb Graves for their leadership and to Sue Fisher for her technical skills. Although Summer
Camp has concluded, we will continue to host our meetings via Zoom
as well as workshops and bees. If for some reason the guild activities
are no longer on your calendar as we are not meeting at the Church,
please consider putting them into your phone or on your computer so
that you don’t miss the ones planned. Mark your calendars for our
September meeting on Tuesday, September 15th at 7:00 PM and our
annual Tea on September 26. I look forward to catching up with you.
Stay safe and keep on quilting!

Cathy Fennell

Sepember 15, 2020 Zoom Meeting
September 15th meeting will be by Zoom to hear Brita Nelson speak
on the topic Now

You See It, Now You Don’t, The Magic of
Disappearing Blocks. She will show members how to use easy-toput-together blocks and magically change them. Brita is a member of
Main Line Quilters and has many enthusiastic supporters from that
guild.

Ruth Heslin
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PhD Challenge
Our PhD challenge is completed. If you have finished
any of your PhDs since March and have not sent me
pictures, please send pictures with the month and title
of the project to me so I can review my lists and award
your PhD. Please check out our website for completed
PhDs: http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/projectsphd.pdf. Thanks to all who participated and hope you
have finished all your projects half done.

Cathy Fennell

Birthdays
September:
1
2
5
12
15
22

Meghan Heslin
Linda Hamel
Deb Graves
Cathy Radcliffe
Jacqui Santangelo
Jean Hayden

October:
2
7
9
11
12
18

Mary Stefanelli
Dara Dinner
Joy Brown
Peggy Melachrinos
Chris Candello
Karen Glasthal

Comfort Quilts
Forty quilts were turned in for August making it a total
of 169 quilts for the year!!! Anyone still interested in
making masks, Penn Medicine and St. Christopher's
will still take them. Maxine delivered quilts to the
Nursing Home at the Coatesville VA, Paoli Hospital
Hospice, and Abramson Cancer Center in
Chesterbrook.

Maxine Close
Comment from the editor – Maxine has worked
tirelessly in delivering batting and fabric to members,
picking up finished quilts, washed the quilts that
weren’t washed, added labels, and delivered quilts to
various locations. Hats off to Maxine!

So many comfort quilts ready to be
delivered.

Nancy Hannum’s Rainbow quilt top will be
a comfort quilt.
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Meeting Minutes August 18, 2020
WELCOME: Cathy Fennell welcomed everyone to our Zoom guild meeting.
BEES: The Tuesday September 8th bee will be hosted by Rosemary Geisler. The Northern Bee on October 29th will be hosted by Barbara Hughes. We are looking for hostesses for the bees. Please contact
Judy Snook if interested.
MEMBERSHIP: Membership chairperson, Barbara Hughes said 45 members have paid their dues.
All dues should be in to Barbara by September 1st.
WORKSHOPS: Summer Camp continues on Aug. 22 with Cathy Fennell and a Jenny Doan video
demonstrating the quilt called “Summer Camp”. Kate Sevensky will host the Tea Sept. 26th via Zoom;
9:30-3:00. It is a UFO workshop. Kate will share tea traditions and a sewing machine cover project.
An idea for a UFO workshop could be members helping each other with quilts that members don’t
know how to complete.
Several members showed their quilts from Deb Grave’s workshop for Show and Tell.
RETREATS: The June retreat was canceled. Deposits will be refunded. The November 2020 retreat
was also canceled.
CHARITY PROJECTS: Judy Snook shared that three Quilts of Valor tops are finished and two are
currently with Sandy Darlington for quilting. Maxine shared that 169 quilts have been completed so
far this year. The 4H is collecting sewing items. Call to set up a drop-off time.
PROGRAM: Ruth Heslin introduced our program, New Guild Member Trunk Show.
• Dorothy Allen learned to quilt by taking a class in which she completed two blocks a week. It was a
sampler quilt. It was quilted by a group of Amish women. Both of her grandmothers quilted.
• Kathie Haney also learned to quilt by taking a class where she made a sampler quilt. She is the first
one in her family to quilt. She is a friend of Sue Fisher.
• Linda Jorosz tried a log cabin pattern for one of her first quilts. She also made a quilt with her
mother in which the blocks were embroidered stars. She also likes to make pocketbooks.
• Laura Ocker took a class to learn to quilt. She has made baby quilts and is working on an applique
block of the month quilt. She also enjoys watching videos about quilting.
• Gigi Procario took a beginner quilting class to learn to quilt and ended up making a commissioned
quilt with French fabrics. When her children were young, she sewed Halloween costumes. She has
made a Pat Sloan sampler, an embroidered ABC quilt, a nursery rhyme quilt and t-shirt quilts. She
enjoys quilt as you go and using kits.
• Babette Sutherland took a quilting class through Main Line School. Her mother was a seamstress
but did not teach her to sew. She learned in Home Economics class. She is currently making quilts for
her son’s home. She took the “Happy Village” workshop but hasn’t finished the quilt yet.
POTHOLDER OF THE MONTH: Cathy Fennell and Sue Fisher showed their potholders for August
from our Potholder of the Month program.
PhD CHALLENGE: Cathy announced that our PhD program ends with September. The PhD for September is #7.
BOOKS DONATED: Babette was given books and patterns that she would like to share with the
guild. A list could be given to Joanne Franklin to see if we would like them for the guild library.
Continued on page 4
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SEPTEMBER MEETING: The next Zoom meeting is September 22nd with Brita Nelson speaking on
the topic, “Now You See It, Now You Don’t, The Magic of Disappearing Blocks”.
MEMBERS SHOULD NOTE: In replying to group emails, please email the person sending the email.
Do not click “reply” as it will go back to the VFHQ’s email and Molly will get it.
The meeting was adjourned.

Molly Lorenz

Linda Jorosz

Laura Ocker

Membership Dues Reminder
The membership year for VFHQ is September 1st to August 31st each year. Therefore, it is time to pay
your dues for 2020-2021. This year you are getting a COVID discount so the renewal is only $20. The
renewal form is attached. Thus far only a few more than half of the 2019-2020 members have
responded. Please send your dues to Barbara Hughes, Membership Chair as soon as possible. If
there are any questions, email Barbara at baarbhughes@verizon.net.

Bees….Bees…Bees…Bees
A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.
Mark your calendar!
Afternoon Bee
2nd Tuesday
12:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Coordinator – Jean
Hayden
September 8th
Rosemary Geisler

Northern Bee
5th Tuesday
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Coordinator –
Barbara Hughes
October 29th
Barbara Hughes

October 13th
Jean Hayden
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Virtual Quilt Shows
September 2020
Quilt Expo - September 10-12, 2020. Presented by Wisconsin Public Television with Nancy Zieman as
a virtual show. Joining the virtual Great Wisconsin Quilt Show is free. There are three primary
components of the virtual experience - quilt exhibits, educational presentations and the virtual vendor
mall. Go to https://quiltshow.com/, complete the simple registration form and start exploring.

October 2020
Online Quilt Festival (OLQF) - - October 14-17, 2020. Mancuso Show Management's Pacific
International Quilt festival will be presented as the third OLQF. Virtual show-goers can:
• view competition quilts from around the world
• enjoy two wearable art fashion shows
• shop the Merchants Mall vendors online
• take virtual, interactive workshops from the comfort of home
To view the quilts and shop the vendors an $8 admission fee is suggested to cover staff costs during
this trying time. More info coming soon at https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-andevents/online-quilt-festival/.

February 2021
QuiltCon Together - - February 18-22, 2021. Hosted by the Modern Quilt Guild, this is a special
virtual event that will focus on providing many of the same things you've come to expect from
QuiltCon in a virtual format.
• Live lectures will be broadcast throughout each day and recorded for playback throughout the
event.
• Standard workshop access includes recorded video lessons as well as pdf handouts.
• Interactive Vendor Hall and Quilt Show
More info at https://www.quiltcon.com/. View the QuiltCon Together Catalog for more details,
including registration fees.

Fun Stuff
Modern Inspirations - Art quilts from 1970s through today documents the rich history of the art quilt
movement at https://www.saqa.com/art/exhibitions/modern-inspirations-saqa-global-exhibition

Free Projects
Fat Quarter Shop’s Top Video of the Decade (2010-2020) ; The Original Jelly
Roll Jam at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_xW0j_YQQI.
Tip: Look below the video for a link to the free pattern and a link to instructions
to make the quilt in different sizes.
25 Free Super Cute Christmas Ornaments to Sew and Quilt at https://jacquelynnesteves.com/25free-super-cute-christmas-ornaments-to-sew-and-quilt/
Charming Christmas Tree Quilt pattern at https://www.fatquartershop.com/charming-christmasquilt-free-pattern
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Tips
Fat Quarter Shop’s Top Videos of 2019:
• WIP Project Bag with Vinyl and a Zipper at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cSJ_bMozwM
• Use masking tape to Quilt on your Home Machine at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGiIwd2klEk
• Sewing Organization for a Small Space at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lxOhWaKEZc
Sewing Basics: Getting to the Point of Pins at https://www.asg.org/sewing-basics-pins/
Sewing Basics: Hand Sewing Needles at https://www.asg.org/sewing-basics-hand-sewingneedles/
Tips on Bindings and Other Things – Michelle Renee Hiatt does a great Tutorial Tuesday:
• Week 15 - Faux Flange Binding at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgqQUdPtXMc
• Week 16 – Behind the Scenes: Pulling Fabric from Stash at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3QxIB-pc60

Cathy’s Favorites
How to Care for your Cutting Mat and Rotary Cutters
After a discussion about rotary cutters and cutting mats during Deb’s Rainbow Riot workshop, I
decided to look for info from the cutting mat manufacturers. Here’s what I found but I wasn’t able
to find very much brand specific information.
• Ask OLFA: How to clean your mats at https://olfa.com/craft/blog/ask-olfa-how-to-clean-yourmats/
• How do you care for your Omnigrid mat? Watch this short video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMG8g0yLPj4
• Fiskars Cutting Mats - I couldn’t find any info on the Fiskars website but after decades of using a
Fiskars cutting mat, I recently noticed the mat has this printed on it: “Clean with warm water and
mild soap”
The general advice seems to be: keep your mat clean, moist, flat, away from heat sources and vary
where you cut on the mat. Do not iron on your mat or set hot beverages on the surface. Also, don't
leave it in a hot car, near a hot surface (a heater or such) or in direct sunlight. Heat will cause your
mat to warp.
A few years ago, I cleaned all my rotary cutting mats. Since they didn’t fit in the bathtub, I laid them
on the kitchen counter, lightly scrubbed them with a wet nylon scrubby and Ivory dish soap, and
wiped them off with a wet paper towel. I was amazed at the improvement in my rotary cutting!
As I was researching cutting mats I came across this info for rotary cutters.
• How to change an Omnigrid Rotary Blade - See the short video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UirLixcbRo8
• OLFA Classic Rotary Cutters: Can’t remember which way that metal washer goes? See this 1minutevideo at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=49&v=poAQp5ae9m0&feature=emb_logo
Continued on page 8
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Workshops
TIPS from Summer Camp Session #3 – Rainbow Riot
Deb Graves had some tips during Summer Camp 3. One was to use WEIGHT on the far end of your
ruler to keep it from slipping while you are cutting. Suitable weights would be a 5 or 8 pound dumbbell, a gallon of water, or an old-fashioned flat iron.

Another tip is to mark the diagonal of a square, put the square wrong side down on a piece of dressmaker’s tracing paper (if it is double sized, put paper or cardboard under it to protect the surface). Line
your ruler up on the diagonal, and use the tracing wheel along the edge of the ruler. That’s it! Super
fast and easy.

VIRTUAL FRIENDSHIP TEA AND UFO WORKSHOP
Saturday, September 26, 2020
Zoom sessions at 9:30 AM and 2 PM
Wear your finest tea outfit for all to see. What we can’t see is your choice. Button pants or not! Some
fun facts about tea will be discussed before we break for lunch. Make sure you have a teacup handy.
The tea project will be a sewing machine cover with appliqué. Look for a supply list to follow.
Bring your UFO to work on and share with fellow quilters. Prizes will be awarded by our special judge.

Hosted by Kate Sevensky
7
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Member News

Potholder of the Month

Norma and Bob Brechbiel will be celebrating
their 60th wedding anniversary on September
17, 2020. Their daughter, Amy, emailed that the
family would love to shower them with cards
from friends and family. If you would like to
send a card, their address is 8650 Third St.;
Lincoln, Delaware 19960. Bob has Vascular
Dementia but is in good health otherwise.
Normal is doing great – taking walks, helping
around the house, and happy now that she can
go back to quilt club at the senior center.

October: Falling Leaves, page 52
and/or Scaredy Cat, page 57
This is the last month for potholders. Hopefully
you have made many potholders for gifts and to
brighten your kitchen.

Molly Lorenz

Cathy’s Favorites
Continued from page 6
Studio 180 Design Tips & Tricks – Deb Tucker
continues to post her excellent weekly videos. Here
is one of my favorites where she demonstrates
making Disappearing Nine Patch blocks without
bias edges. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/DebTuckerStudio180D
esign/videos/1014161192319794/.
Download a copy of the project handout
here: https://bit.ly/HocusPocusDownload.

Cathy Fennell made the August potholder,
Grandma's Fan and also September’s Apple

Harvest.

The expert of anything
was once a beginner.

Cathy Radcliffe
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Members Share Some Thoughts
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Connie Stevenson’s main "adventure" during
this time has been learning new technology. “I
bought an Instant Pot! I have been chatting
with my neighbor more frequently than before,
and we have learned that we both enjoy cooking. Once he told me that you can cook meat
straight from frozen (without defrosting), I was
sold! Perfect for those nights that I just cannot
come up with any supper ideas until the last
minute. Also, there are plenty of free recipes
available online! Thus far I have had a couple of
minor foibles, but am quite pleased with my
purchase.”

Gina Arasin received an expresso machine for
Mother’s Day from her son. “My new skill is
learning how to make the perfect cup of cappuccino, which involves weighing fresh coffee beans,
grinding the beans, tamping the ground coffee in
the portafilter, pulling the espresso shot, steaming milk and pouring it beautifully into the
espresso. I still toss some bitter coffee, but the
good ones are very good. It’s been fun
developing this skill during the long days at
home. I am a barista!”
Paula Pettijohn has started “making jewelry with
sea glass that I picked up on my daily walks on
the beach during our time in Maine. When I
handle the pieces, it brings back memories”.
Paula has given away her pieces so there are no
photos.

Book Review

Homecoming

Charlene Hagerty has learned about Zoom
meetings. “I’ve certainly learned the value of
those, and found out I quite like doing a workshop from home via zoom. I don’t need to
schlepp my machine somewhere only to realize I
forgot something important. Spring Pandemic
Online learning forced me to draw on resources I
didn’t know I had, but we learned to cope, and I
discovered my 9-year old granddaughter can
also thrive in the online learning environment. I
learned that I can appreciate a church service at
home in my living room via YouTube, something
I never expected to do. I also learned that going
to church with a mask on and ringing a bell
instead of singing is quite… humbling. But isn’t
church supposed to be humbling? My granddaughter learned to cope through her iPad. She
and best friend Claire were playing computer
games together… online for weeks. Yesterday,
they stopped playing computer games, and just
played together online, each child in her own
bedroom, three miles apart, making up games
with their stuffed animals, together while apart.”

by Yaa Gyasi

Deb Graves just read Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi.
“She tells the story of the descendants of two
sisters (who never met) over several generations
from the 18th century to the 21st century. While
she describes rich scenes of life and familial love
in different eras, the chapters are also interlaced
with the horrible ways that human beings have
treated each other, and continue to treat each
other. In fact, one of the two sisters becomes
the local wife of a European slaver while her
sister is in the dungeon to be sold as a slave.
The book was recommended as a read that
provides a view on the Black perspective, and it
is at times wrenching to read. Yet I highly
recommend it. I borrowed the e-book through
Montgomery County library system and read it
on my iPad, which is a completely safe way to
get a book.
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Tuesday
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Thursday
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16

17

18
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23
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25
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7
Zoom
Afternoon Bee

13

14
Zoom
Guild Meeting
Brita Nelson

20

21

Zoom
Friendship Tea

27

28

29

30

Nancy Hannum traveled in
Worcester Township to see
fields of sunflowers as far
as the eye could see.
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At Home - Members Keep Busy

Laura Chaplar wanted to make a two-fabric mystery
quilt that she had done years ago. “Of course, I
found Jinny Beyer fabrics to make it with.
Loved the pattern so much I finished Jean Hayden's
original one that she had not finished.”

Ann Lister’s Mariner’s Compass
Nancy Hannum made a table runner for a friend.

Joan Gunder made gifts for a friend of hers who just had her second son. The clutch has a zippered pocket on
the outside, and two zippered compartments on the inside. The clutch holds a changing pad attached with a
Velcro strip and made with PUL fabric.
The second gift is a fabric "hat box" stabilized with By Annie's Soft N Stable embroidered with "Little Brother's
Stuff" on fabric and inserted into the outside vinyl pocket.
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Charlene Hagerty’s granddaughter prefers big fluffy
comforters to quilts, she turned this one into a duvet
cover and placed a down comforter inside.

Barbara Hughes is ready for Christmas with
her Christmas tree wall hanging.

Retired art teacher, Molly Lorenz, made an art
smock for her granddaughter.

Ann Lister’s granddaughter, Breanna, clutches her
“blanket”. Ann crocheted it for her after Breanna
called and asked Ann to make her a blanket “like you
made for my daddy when he graduated from high
school.” My biggest surprise was that Kevin still had
it! Now that Breanna has hers, I just started making
one for my youngest grandson.
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Laura Ocker added a heart in her Rainbow Riot
quilt that will be a comfort to someone.
Beth Mancini is ready for Halloween with
two table runners.

Joann Kirschenmann’s Rainbow Riot quilt has
spiral quilting like Deb demonstrated at
Summer Camp 3.

Ethel Hutchinson feels she learns something new with every
quilt she makes. This quilt was made of her husband, Art’s,
t-shirts giving Ethel many memories of his life.
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Gail Davalosky spent hours deciding the layout for her
Summer Camp 3 quilt.
Ann Lister finished the quilt; Sandy Darlington
quilted it. You cannot see the dark blue border
and binding with fans piping. She pieced the
backing from leftover fabric. Ann has also been
making a lot of table runners “just in case they are
able to have the craft sale for residents here at
Shannondell”.

Gail’s Summer Camp quilt went together more quickly.

Jacqui Santangelo’s “Bee Joyful” Mini Quilt. She
colorized the black bees with ink pens and crayons,
adding more than the Bee buttons with small button centers on the flowers. Jacqui is really “hooked
on these project boxes from the Fat Quarter Shop.
She uses the leftover scraps to make placemats for
the Meals on Wheels program.
Sue Fisher came up with a
unique design for her Summer
Camp 4 quilt.
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Board of Directors
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Programs
Newsletter Editor
Parliamentarian

Valley Forge Homestead
Quilt Guild
PO Box 62463
King of Prussia, PA 19406
NQA Member #451

Cathy Fennell
Deb Graves
Linda Newpher
Molly Lorenz
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Judy Snook
Lou Chandler

Guild Committees and Resources
50:50
AccuQuilt Die Cutter
Bees:
Afternoon
Evening
Northern
Thurs Evening
Challenge
Comfort Quilts
Facebook
Historian
Hospitality
Library
Member Comfort

Debbie Bianco
Chris Candello

Retreat/Fall
Retreat/Spring
Set-up
Sunshine
Webmaster
Welcoming
Workshops

Joan Gunder
Barbara Hughes
Cathy Fennell
Joan Shaw
Cathy Radcliffe
Charlene Hagerty
Jean Hayden

Jean Hayden
Judy Snook
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Nancy Hannum
Maxine Close
Sue Fisher
Gigi Procario
Laura Chaplar
Joanne Franklin
Rosemary Geisler
Judy Snook
Newsletter Editor
Judy Snook
Newsletter Publisher Linda Hamel
Programs
Ruth Heslin
Quilt Show
Chris Candello
Refreshments
Sept., Oct., Nov:

www.valleyforgequilters.org
VFHQonFacebook
Monthly Guild Meetings are held
on the Third Tuesday of every
month at 7 P.M. at the
Good Shepard Lutheran Church in
King of Prussia, PA

Newsletter Submissions
Send to: Judy Snook
Information for the next newsletter
must be received by the 25th of the
month.
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Membership Renewal 2020-2021
Dues: $20 for the year – September 1, 2020-August 31, 2021
Check payable to VFHQ.
Forward check and completed form to Barbara Hughes
Please see your Membership List or recent email for Barb’s address.
Thank you!
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

WORK PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

E-MAIL:

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF AQS?

ZIP:

BIRTH DATE:

YES

NO

IF YES, MEMBER #:

PAID:

DATE:
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