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Chatter with Cathy 
 

Zoom! Zoom! Zoom! It is amazing how resourceful quilters can be  

especially with today’s technology.  If you had told me last year at this 

time that we would not be meeting in person but doing everything 

through our computer, I would have said you were crazy.  But here we 

are, meeting, having workshops and even quilting using Zoom.  Talk 

about resourceful, many quilting teachers and lecturers have really 

brushed up on their technology skills and our Ruth Heslin is taking full 

advantage.  How would we be able to afford a quilt speaker from  

Australia, Canada and/or England in the past?  Just the transportation 

fees would be unthinkable.  But now we can afford them, and Ruth has 

arranged for our next speakers: October’s speaker is from  Australia; 

November’s speaker is from Canada; and January’s speaker is from 

England.  I don’t think any of us ever thought we would be able to 

share and learn from international quilters.  Thank you, Ruth! Mark 

your calendars for these meetings as well as our Saturday Sewing 

events that are listed in this newsletter under workshops.  I truly look 

forward to seeing all of you on Zoom. 
                   

Stay safe and keep on quilting! 
 

                  Cathy Fennell 

 
 

 

October 20, 2020 Zoom Meeting 
 

 

 Our speaker is Lisa Walton from Sydney Australia. Lisa's Zoom topic is 

Leap and the Net Will Appear.  She will share her creative journey 

with us and encourage us to move beyond our quilting comfort 

zone. To learn more about Lisa's amazing quilt career, visit her website 

at: Lisawaltonartist.com . 

 

                Ruth Heslin 
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          Birthdays 
 

   October: 

     2   Mary Stefanelli 

 7   Dara Dinner 

 9    Joy Brown 

11   Peggy Melachrinos 

12   Chris Candello 

18   Karen Glasthal 
 

    November:  

13   Sandy Darlington 

19   Joan Markowitz 

21   Sheila Brassington 

29   Sharon Berry 

30   Christine Capace        
 

PhD Challenge 
 

All those who earned their PhD will be announced at 

the October meeting. 
 

         Cathy Fennell 
 

 

 

Comfort Quilts 
 

There were 12 quilts given in September making a   

total of 181 quilts for the year!!  My plan for the next 

pick up in the KOP area will be Thursday, October 15 at 

Jean Hayden's house about 11:00.  Please let me know 

if you need backing, batting, and/or kits before        

October 11.  Thank you for everyone's help!! 

 

  Maxine Close 

                  

 

           Christine Capece 
 

Christine may have heard about us at Steve’s.  Or 

maybe seeing the sign at the church.  However, Chris-

tine found us, we’re happy you are here. 

 

Christine has been sewing off and on for as long as she 

can remember.  Her first quilt was probably a baby 

quilt made with a Bible study group.  A few teacher 

quilts were next and then it just took off.  She is self-

taught.  Christine enjoys reading, knitting, cross-

stitching, the beach, family and friends.  Her daughter 

is a “corona bride”.  After postponing the wedding 

twice, they had a private “tree house” ceremony in 

their backyard. 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Peggy Melachrinos 
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Meeting Minutes September 15, 2020 
 

   WELCOME:  Cathy Fennell welcomed everyone to our Zoom guild meeting. 

   BEES:  Bees will be by Zoom.  The Northern Bee will be on September 29 with Barbara Hughes    

hosting.  The afternoon bee will be October 13 with Jean Hayden hosting. 

   MEMBERSHIP:  Barbara Hughes said about 15 members have not renewed yet. 

   WORKSHOPS:  Jean Hayden told us that Kate Sevensky will host the Friendship Tea via Zoom on 

September 26.  It will begin at 9:30.  Kate asks that hats be worn.  There will be prizes, tea facts, games 

and sewing.  A machine cover or UFOs can be worked on.  A recipe for scones will be sent out to all 

members. 

Judy Snook and Molly Lorenz will lead the October 24 Holiday Sewing Saturday introducing a Thanks-

giving themed project. 

On November 14 Jacqui Santangelo will teach a panel project. 

   PROGRAM:  Ruth Heslin introduced Brita Nelson speaking on the topic, “Now You See It, Now You 

Don’t, The Magic of the Disappearing Blocks”. 

   POTHOLDER OF THE MONTH:  Molly Lorenz asked members to show their Potholders of the 

Month for September. 

   PhD CHALLENGE:  Cathy Fennell said the last PhD was #7. 

   SHOW AND TELL:  A power point presentation of Show and Tell followed. 

   OCTOBER MEETING:  Our next meeting is October 20.  Our speaker will be Lisa Walton from      

Sydney, Australia.  Her Zoom topic is “Leap and the New Will Appear”.  She will share her creative jour-

ney with us and encourage us to move beyond our quilting comfort zone. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Molly Lorenz 
 

                                     

At our September guild meeting Brita Nelson demonstrated how to take a block, cut it in thirds,       

rearrange the pieces and end up with a block that was different and amazing. 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

We are importing international speakers for the 

next several months! 
 

Tuesday, October 20 - Our speaker is Lisa   

Walton from Sydney Australia 
 

Tuesday, November 17 - Melissa Marginet 

joins us from Manitoba, Canada.  Her topic for 

our Zoom meeting is "Myth-Quilting is an      

Expensive Hobby."  Melissa will show quilts she's 

made at a very low cost and tell us all her   

money-making secrets.  Check out her "free 

stuff" at melissamarginet.ca/ 

 

Ruth Heslin 

 

Congratulation April 
 

April Hostler made the Dean’s List at Montgom-

ery County Community College!  She is doing 

the   prerequisite courses for a major in Surgical 

Technician, the person who is responsible for all 

the supplies in the operating room.  Well done, 

April! 
 

 

 

 

Bees….Bees…Bees…Bees  
A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.   

Mark your calendar! 
 

Afternoon Bee 

2nd Tuesday 

12:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

Coordinator – Jean 

Hayden 

Northern Bee 

5th Tuesday 

6:30-9:30 p.m. 

Coordinator –  

    Barbara Hughes 

October 13th                  

Jean Hayden 

 

November 10th 

Jean Hayden 

     December 29th  

     

 

 

Members Share Some Thoughts 
 

Dawn Hefner loves the quilt shop, Gotham 

Quilts, in New York City.  Their website is 

www.gothamquilts.com .  October is Breast  

Cancer Awareness month.  The shop is helping 

to raise money for breast cancer research with 

Moda.  Moda has designed a sew along called 

Stitch Pink that will run the entire month of    

October.  Each day there will be one new free 

quilt block pattern posted on Moda’s blog. 

 

Kathie Haney started decluttering her sewing 

room and decided to work on the (many)       

projects she found that she had long forgotten.  

She also gardened, growing new things like 

beets, kohlrabi (do you know what that is?),   

shallots, garlic, and collard greens.  Her toma-

toes and pepper crops were the best she has 

ever had. 
 

Kathie has enjoyed her fire pit on these cool 

nights.  She has had to miss our Tuesday Zoom 

meetings since she is taking her last class to be 

certified in medical coding.  She is hoping to 

find a part time work from home position to 

work in medical offices or hospitals that use 

coders for billing.  She already works from home 

full time but would like to add a few hours of 

coding.   
 

     
 

Kathie’s long 

forgotten 

and now   

finished 

purse. 
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Fun Stuff from Around the Web 
 

Cathy’s Favorite 
Online Quilt Puzzles at https://quiltalliance.org/category/jigsaw-puzzles/.  
 

Free Table Runner Patterns 

Fall Pumpkin Table Runner - To start on these simple patchwork pumpkins, you’ll need a variety of 

oranges; the more the better for a scrappy look. See the instructions at 

http://www.theclothparcel.com/make-this-fall-pumpkin-table-runner-tutorial/. 

  

 

Spooky Delights Table Runner – This was designed by Anne Sutton of Bunny Hill Designs. See the 

instructions in three parts: 

1. Fabric requirements at https://blog.fatquartershop.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/SpookyDelights-

FabricRequirements.pdf.  

2. Pattern for quilt center at https://blog.fatquartershop.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/SpookyDelightsTR-

CenterPattern.pdf.  

3. Pattern for borders at https://blog.fatquartershop.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/SpookyDelightsTR-

BordersPattern.pdf.  

                                                 
 

Confetti Stars Table Runner – For the free pattern, an instructional video and pictures of different 

colorways go t o https://blog.fatquartershop.com/jelly-roll-tablerunner-confetti-stars/. 

                                          
 

Free Wall Quilt Patterns 

        Hello Autumn                                  Candy Corn                                     All Hallow’s Eve 

                                                                 
 

Continued on page 4 
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Hello Autumn Small Wall Quilt - See the instructions from Pat Sloan at 

https://patsloan.typepad.com/files/1-pat-sloan-oct-hello-autumn-pattern-for-olfa.pdf.  
 

Candy Corn Small Wall Quilt – See the tutorial on Pat Sloan’s blog at 

https://blog.patsloan.com/2019/09/free-candy-corn-quilt.html. You can download the pattern at 

https://patsloan.typepad.com/files/pat-sloan-candy-corn-pattern-2.pdf.  
 

All Hallow’s Eve Wall Quilt - See the tutorial on the Jedi Craft Girl blog at 

http://www.jedicraftgirl.com/2015/10/all-hallows-eve-wall-quilt-featuring-penny-rose-fabrics.html. 

You can also download the instructions at 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/7v4y9y71aljrl1g/penny%20rose%20halloween.pdf?dl=0. If you don’t 

use Dropbox there is a Download button so you can download the pdf to your computer. 

 

Virtual Quilt Shows 
 

October 2020 
Online Quilt Festival (OLQF) - - October 14-17, 2020. Mancuso Show Management's Pacific Inter-

national Quilt festival will be presented as the third OLQF. Virtual show-goers can: 

• view competition quilts from around the world 

• enjoy two wearable art fashion shows 

• shop the Merchants Mall vendors online 

• take virtual, interactive workshops from the comfort of home 

To view the quilts and shop the vendors an $8 admission fee is suggested to cover staff costs during 

this trying time. More info at https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/online-quilt-

festival/. 
 

January 2021 
Craft NAPA 2021: Uncorked at Home - January 13-17, 2021. Craft Napa Uncorked at Home will be 

a virtual event, with special events (such as the Artist Market) taking place in December so we can 

mail all students their materials in time for the live, January event. For more info visit 

https://craftingalifellc.com/. 
 

February 2021 

QuiltCon Together - - February 18-22, 2021. Hosted by the Modern Quilt Guild, this is a special vir-

tual event that will focus on providing many of the same things you've come to expect from 

QuiltCon in a virtual format. 

• Live lectures will be broadcast throughout each day and recorded for playback throughout the 

event. 

• Standard workshop access includes recorded video lessons as well as pdf handouts. 

• Interactive Vendor Hall and Quilt Show 

More info at https://www.quiltcon.com/. View the QuiltCon Together Catalog for more details, in-

cluding registration fees. 
 

For updated info between newsletters, checkout our website. 

                       Cathy Radcliffe 
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Workshops 
 

Turkey Talk with Molly Lorenz and Judy Snook 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 

Zoom link from 9:30 to 4:00 
 

Get ready for Thanksgiving!  Join Molly and Judy as they show you how to make big and small turkeys. 

Molly and Judy hope you will join everyone on Saturday, October 24 to work on anything your heart 

desires.  They hope you will drop in and learn the many ways a turkey can enhance your Thanksgiv-

ing/Autumn décor.  Jenny Doan has a very good YouTube on making a Thankful quilt.  We will show 

you how to make the turkey both big and small.  We’ll also talk about and show you the other blocks 

in Jenny’s quilt.   

Have you made the turkey potholder?  It’s another turkey for your kitchen or perhaps as a hot pad for 

Thanksgiving dinner.  There is a table runner they want to share with you.  And a thought about mak-

ing seasonal pillow covers beginning with a turkey.  A supply list will be sent to you soon.  Hint: look 

for autumn colors in a charm pack. 

 

Sew…This is a Panel?  with Jacqui Santangelo 

Saturday, November 14, 2020 

Zoom link from 9:30 to 4:00 
 

Join Jacqui as she shows you how to transform a panel into a fabulous quilt! 

 

Virtual Friendship Tea was held via Zoom on September 26th. 
 

There were some special guests at the guild’s Friendship Tea. 
 

Kate Sevensky’s friend, Martha, brought her ‘Teddy” friends to join her in tea. 

    
The American Girl dolls of Charlene Hagerty and her granddaughter were all set for tea too.  Charlene 

made the doll dresses. 
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October 
2020 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2                          3 
       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
                     

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
  Zoom 

Afternoon Bee 

 

     

18 19 20 21 22 23                        24 
  Zoom 

Guild Meeting 

Lisa Walton 

   Zoom 

Turkey Talk 
Workshop 

 

25 26 27                       28                                 29                     30           31         
       

       
       

 
 

Charlene Hagerty’s wall hang-

ing made with her mother’s 

hankies.  This project was orig-

inally taught in a guild work-

shop with Mary Molettiere.  
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At Home - Members Keep Busy 
 

 

         
                        Marebeth Conard 

 
Joan Markowitz finished an interesting quilt 

of browns with a dab of orange and green. 

 

                              

 

 Joanne Kirschenman’s pumpkins of a different color. 
 

 
 

Joanne Kirschenmann 

Deb Graves 
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Susan Gustafson 
 

 
Jacqui Santangelo’s “Cheaper by the ½ Dozen” quilt. 

 

          
Deb Grave made a sewing machine cover, the      

project from at our Friendship Tea. 
 

     
         Joanne Kirschenmann’s bright, happy quilt. 
 

 
 

         

Peggy Melachrinos 
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Linda Hamel made a graduation quilt for her grand nephew with written messages in the 

squares on the front and photos of the graduate, throughout the years, on the back. 

 

Joan Gunder is attending Embroidery Club at The 

Old Country Store.  Here are three months of  

embroidery club projects, completed!  Each     

represents the various embroidery features of 

Joan’s 790B Plus.  Shipped off three weeks ago to 

her friend in Australia. 
 

 

After making masks for everyone she knew and 

for St. Christophers, Joan Gunder decided “it 

was time to get to my project backlog.  It was 

high time to finish the gifts for Ann Palmer's 

twin grandsons who are now 6 months old. 

These little boys each have long first names!” 
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Board of Directors 
 

President                     Cathy Fennell 

Vice President             Deb Graves 

Treasurer                     Linda Newpher 

Secretary                     Molly Lorenz 

Membership               Barbara Hughes 

Programs                    Ruth Heslin 

Newsletter Editor       Judy Snook 

Parliamentarian   Lou Chandler 
 

Guild Committees and Resources 
 

50:50       Debbie Bianco 

AccuQuilt Die Cutter Chris Candello 

Bees:  

     Afternoon    Jean Hayden 

     Evening    Judy Snook 

     Northern       Barbara Hughes 

     Thurs Evening  Ruth Heslin 

Challenge     Nancy Hannum 

Comfort Quilts   Maxine Close 

Facebook     Sue Fisher 

Historian     Gigi Procario 

Hospitality     Laura Chaplar 

Library      Joanne Franklin 

Member Comfort  Rosemary Geisler 

Judy Snook 

Newsletter Editor  Judy Snook 

Newsletter Publisher  Linda Hamel 

Programs     Ruth Heslin 

Quilt Show    Chris Candello 

Refreshments   Sept., Oct., Nov: 
                

Retreat/Fall    Joan Gunder 

Retreat/Spring   Barbara Hughes 

Set-up      Cathy Fennell 

Sunshine     Joan Shaw 

Webmaster    Cathy Radcliffe 

Welcoming    Charlene Hagerty 

Workshops    Jean Hayden 
 

 

                 
 

Valley Forge Homestead  

Quilt Guild 

PO Box 62463 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 

NQA Member  #451 

 

www.valleyforgequilters.org 

VFHQonFacebook 
 

 

Monthly Guild Meetings are held 

on the Third Tuesday of every 

month at 7 P.M. at the 

Good Shepard Lutheran Church in 

King of Prussia, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

Send to:  Judy Snook 

Information for the next newsletter 

must be received by the 25th of the 

month. 

 
 


