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Aren’t the trees beautiful? I drive to Chester County every Sunday,
and watching the trees changing colors is amazing. At this time in our
country, it is one thing that uplifts me and I give thanks to God for the
beauty of the changing of the seasons. Turkey Saturday also made me
give thanks for all our wonderful members and for those who
volunteer to keep our guild active at this time. It is a time for thanks,
so thank you to all who have continued to support the guild even
when we are not able to see each other in person. God bless you all
and Happy Thanksgiving!
Stay safe and keep on quilting!

Cathy Fennell

November 17, 2020 Zoom Meeting
Melissa Marginet joins us from Manitoba, Canada. Her topic for our
Zoom meeting is "Myth-Quilting is an Expensive Hobby." Melissa will
show quilts she's made at a very low cost and tell us all her moneymaking secrets. Check out her "free stuff" at melissamarginet.ca/

December 15, 2020 Zoom Meeting
Our Holiday Social – Come to celebrate the holidays with chatter, fun,
and a holiday surprise project. You can choose to use mini charms, a
charm pack, or a layer cake for this quick and easy project. More
information to follow. Mark your calendar to join everyone at 7:00.

Ruth Heslin
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Comfort Quilts
The total number of quilts received for October is 13
making a total of 194 quilts so far this year!! Thank
you to everyone for making this happen!!! The next
pick up for quilts and delivering supplies will be
November 13 at Jean Hayden's house at 11:00. Please
let me know ahead of time if you need supplies.

Maxine Close

Birthdays
November:
13
19
21
29
30

Sandy Darlington
Joan Markowitz
Sheila Brassington
Sharon Berry
Christine Capace

December:
2
3
5
6
8
12
19

Joan Gunder
Ethel Hutchinson
Ann Palmer
Connie Stevenson
Gerry Fontaine
Dottie Dolgash
Becky Weiland

Elsa Sherphorn
Elsa heard about our guild from her friend, Barbara
Hughes. She began sewing at age 8. Her mother, a
quilter, taught her to love the craft. During a trying
time, she took a class, “Bugs in a Jar”, and got hooked
in the process. Elsa likes to finish her quilts in a short
period of time and likes quilts with interesting and
whimsical details. She also belongs to a knitting guild,
enjoys reading, and taking long walks. She is looking
forward to being able to sing together rather than by
Zoom in her church choir. She is a retired office
manager.

Kate Sevensky’s
Autumn Wallhanging

Cathy Fennell designed her own
version of a Thoughtful quilt.
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Meeting Minutes October 20, 2020
WELCOME: Cathy Fennell welcomes two new members, Christine Capece and Elsa Scherphorn and a
guest, Jacque Palerneri. About 56 people attended the guild meeting.
BEES The afternoon bees were announced. Jean Hayden will host the November 10 meeting and
Rosemary Geisler will host the December 8 meeting. Zoom links will be sent out close to each bee.
Chairs will receive their budget amount shortly from their liaison.
MEMBERSHIP: A reminder to the few who have not paid the $20 dues for 2020-2021, please mail a
check to Barbara Hughes.
WORKSHOPS: There are several workshops scheduled. October 24 will be Turkey Talk with Molly
Lorenz and Judy Snook. Jacqui Santangelo will lead, “It’s a Panel” workshop on November 14.
Comfort Quilts with Maxine Close will be January 23. In February Brita Nelson will teach “Disappearing
Nine Patches”, limited to 21 participants. Email Kate Sevensky to sign up. March’s workshop will be
Dresden plate houses.
COMFORT QUILTS: Maxine Close announced 13 more quilts were added last week bringing the
2020 total to 194. This looks like a record.
PROGRAM: Ruth Heslin introduced Lisa Walton from Sydney, Australia. Lisa's topic was Leap and the
Net Will Appear. She shared her creative journey with us and encouraged us to move beyond our
quilting comfort zones. Lisa’s career has had some twists, but after she left Qantas she added “artist”
to her name and hasn’t looked back. Her start in quilting was a bit rough as her first project was a
Mariner’s Compass but she didn’t add seam allowances to the templates. She learned quickly and
before long she and her husband Peter were producing hand dyed fabric in the backyard and selling at
quilt shows. That led to surface embellishments and now Lisa has books and on-line classes. PreCOVID she also traveled to teach and led tours.
You can follow Lisa at www.LisaWaltonartist.com. She teaches beading and sells kits, and has an
e-book series. Fortunately, Peter does the washing and shopping and cooking so Lisa has more time in
the studio that they built from combining the two rooms. Lisa’s quilt Bushfire Sunset was purchased
and now hangs in the national bushfire boardroom. Lisa recommended the movie “Stitch” on
YouTube which is about entering at the Houston quilt show. She also suggested we take a look at
www.clothincommon.com, an artists group, and www.saqa.com (discount code NEW20 for $20 off
membership). Find Lisa at: facebook.com/dyedheaven, instagram.com/lisawaltonartist,
youtube.com/lisawaltonartist, and https://coursecraft.net/c/fantasticfusion (discount code 20% off =
leap).
POTHOLDER OF THE MONTH: The last potholder of the month is “Cat” for October.
PhD CHALLENGE: Charlene Hagerty, Kate Sevensky, and Judy Snook finished all 12 of their PhD’s
and have earned their PhD summa cum laude. Surprises to be sent. All who participated will receive a
certificate with their accomplishments. Look forward to another “UFO” type challenge starting in
January. Details to follow.
SHOW AND TELL: A power point show and tell followed. Members have been productive. Photos
can be seen in the newsletter for some of them.
Continued on page 4
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October Minutes - continued
NOVEMBER MEETING: Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 17 when Melissa Marginet joins
us from Manitoba, Canada. Her topic for our Zoom meeting is Myth: Quilting is an Expensive Hobby.
Respectfully submitted,

Deb Graves for Molly Lorenz

Here is how to find
more information on
Lisa Walton.

A Recommended Book Series
Joan Markowitz recommends the Ruth
Galloway books by Elly Griffiths. Ruth is a
forensic anthropologist in England. To
quote Joan, “a nice ‘cozy’ mystery series.
The first book in the series of 13 is Crossing
Places.

Bees….Bees…Bees…Bees
A Zoom link will be sent out before each bee.
Mark your calendar!
Afternoon Bee
2nd Tuesday
12:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Coordinator – Jean
Hayden
November 10th
Jean Hayden

Northern Bee
5th Tuesday
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Coordinator –
Barbara Hughes
December 29th

December 8th
Rosemary Geisler
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Fun Stuff from Around the Web
Free Christmas Projects from Around the Web

Half Yard Wreath (52”)

Santa Belly Pillow (18”)

Ornament Mini Quilt (20”)

Flurry (15”)

• Half Yard Wreath Wall Hanging – See the video instructions at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zGaw_uTj74. Download the instructions at
https://www.fatquartershop.com/catalog/product/view/id/134659/s/half-yardwreath/category/12814/.
• Santa Belly Pillow – This pillow is just a little different, it is clearly Santa without being a picture of
him. See the blog post at http://www.myquiltinfatuation.com/2018/12/santa-baby-and-ntt.html.
• Ornament Mini Quilt – This Ornament Mini-Quilt uses the 8-at-a-time method for making halfsquare triangles quickly and easily—plus simple appliqué allows you to avoid curved piecing entirely! Download the instructions at http://weallsew.com/holiday-ornament-mini-quilt/.
• Flurry – Read the interview with Gudrun Erla, an Aurifil Designer of the Month, at
https://auribuzz.com/2015/01/14/aurifil-2015-designer-of-the-month-gudrun-erla/. Download the
pattern at https://auribuzz.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/aurifl-2015-final-jan-mini-flurrypattern-ge.pdf.

Peppermint Forest Table Runner (18” X 42”)

Christmas Tree Charm

Christmas Stocking

• Peppermint Forest Table Runner – Download the pattern at
https://www.fatquartershop.com/peppermint-forest-table-runner-free-pdf-pattern.
• Christmas Tree – Available in two sizes. One made with 2 charm packs at
https://www.fatquartershop.com/charming-christmas-quilt-free-pattern. The other made with 2
mini charm packs at https://www.fatquartershop.com/mini-charming-christmas-quilt-free-pattern.
Continued on page 6
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• Quilted Christmas Stocking - Jenny Doan of Missouri star shows how to make a stocking using
a mini charm pack. See the tutorial at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8SpP3qIi8.

Virtual Quilt Shows
December 2020
Virtual Quilt Festival - December 3-5, 2020. After the pandemic caused the cancellation of all its
shows in 2020, Quilts, Inc. is proud to announce that Quilt Festival has moved online. For more info
visit https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/virtual-quilt-festival/.

AQS Quilt Shows in 2021
All AQS Quilt Week Shows Scheduled for 2021 Are Cancelled. See a letter from AQS at
https://www.quiltweek.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2021-cancellation-.pdf.

January 2021
Craft NAPA 2021: Uncorked at Home - January 13-17, 2021. Craft Napa Uncorked at Home will be
a virtual event, with special events (such as the Artist Market) taking place in December so we can
mail all students their materials in time for the live, January event. For more info visit
https://craftingalifellc.com/.

February 2021
QuiltCon Together - - February 18-22, 2021. Hosted by the Modern Quilt Guild, this is a special virtual event that will focus on providing many of the same things you've come to expect from
QuiltCon in a virtual format.
• Live lectures will be broadcast throughout each day and recorded for playback throughout the
event.
• Standard workshop access includes recorded video lessons as well as pdf handouts.
• Interactive Vendor Hall and Quilt Show
More info at https://www.quiltcon.com/. View the QuiltCon Together Catalog for more details, including registration fees.
For updated info between newsletters, checkout our website.

Cathy Radcliffe

Joan Markowitz’s bear paw quilt is from the
children’s book, Quilts from the Quiltmaker’s
Gift. She was lucky to find the fabric on Etsy.
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Workshops

Sew…This is a Panel? with Jacqui Santangelo
Saturday, November 14, 2020
Zoom link from 9:30 to 4:00
Join Jacqui as she shows you how to transform a panel into a fabulous quilt!
Here is the link to the Jordan Fabric YouTube and the Secret Window video.:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FP1IyR-FjT4 Lots of great information.
Or try: https://jordanfabrics.com/pages/secret-window-panel-wall-hanging
Jacqui has shared some photos in recent emails. Check those out too!

Comfort Quilts with Maxine Close
Saturday, January 23, 21
Zoom link from 9:30 to 4:00
Contact Maxine if you need a kit, batting or backing.
Unfortunately, cheesecake will not be served. Try a new recipe or pick one up at your favorite store.

Making Magic, a Disappearing Block Sampler Quilt with Brita Nelson
Saturday, February 27, 2021
Zoom link from 9:30 to 2:30
Here is a link to Brita’s website and the class. https://questioningquilter.com/classes/
Members will make 9 blocks before the workshop. Then the fun will happen as we cut them up in
class
Sign up is limited to 21 members. If interested, contact Kate Sevensky.
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Tip from Deb Graves

Deb Graves figured out a way to have binding easily available as she attached it to her quilt. She
grabbed a small gift bag with handles and folded the binding ‘accordion-style’ (back and forth) to fit
inside the bag. I pulled the top end of the binding out of the bag and hung the bag to the right of
my sewing machine. This made it very easy to sew the binding on the entire quilt without having to
untwist it, untangle it, or get it out from under the wheels of my chair. I am sure I am not the first
person to think of this, but now that I tried it I will do this for all my binding!”

Deb Graves’ Lone Star quilt with a fancy border and matching pillowcases.
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Zoom

Zoom

Afternoon Bee

15
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Sew…This is a
Panel?
Workshop
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24
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Zoom
Guild Meeting
Melissa
Marginet
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30

Laura Chaplar had an emergency trip
for her dog in New Jersey that inspired
her to find a quilt shop. She adapted a
pattern she found there and bought
the beautiful fabrics to go with it.
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At Home - Members Keep Busy

Babette Sutherland found a new way to use the
Dresden plate ruler, a work in progress.
Connie Stevenson made this quilt for a friend
from the fire company. It was made as she
alternated making a mask and then a star
block until it was finished. She was pleased
to have enough fabric in her stash to make it.
The pattern is reasonably priced and available
for immediate download, in case others want
to make one too:
https://www.quiltingdaily.com/product/threetours-quilt-pattern-download/
Charlene Hagerty’s Summer Camp quilt is for her
sister-in-law.

Joan Gunder made a Pin the Hat on the Witch game, a scary pillow and a Halloween Tic Tac Toe
game with a pouch on the back for the pieces.
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Judy Snook’s
Thanksgiving
table runners
from Sewing
Saturday.

Becky Weiland’s “Bits and Bobs” Quilt

Sandy Dounce’s “Please Touch” Quilt

Sue Fisher

Joan Shaw
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Becky Weiland’s “Spoonflower Swirls” quilt

November 2020

Becky Weiland works wonders quilting on her home sewing
machine.
Judy Snook participated in a Sew
Along led by her daughter, Sharon.
We made The Perfect Pineapple a
free pattern from Kimberly Einmo.

Joan Markowitz always wanted to make a brown
and pink quilt, so she did.
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Ann Palmer made fleece sleep sacks for her
grandsons, Silas and Leo, to keep them cozy
and warm at night.

November 2020

Charlene Hargerty

Babette Sutherland
completed another
American Girl project
– a Halloween Monster outfit. An eager
recipient awaits the
finished garment.

Cathy Fennell’s “Summer Camp” Quilt

Kate Sevensky’s Bargello Quilt

Vickie Lopresti’s seasonal painted rocks.
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Board of Directors
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Programs
Newsletter Editor
Parliamentarian

Valley Forge Homestead
Quilt Guild
PO Box 62463
King of Prussia, PA 19406
NQA Member #451

Cathy Fennell
Deb Graves
Linda Newpher
Molly Lorenz
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Judy Snook
Lou Chandler

Guild Committees and Resources
50:50
AccuQuilt Die Cutter
Bees:
Afternoon
Evening
Northern
Thurs Evening
Challenge
Comfort Quilts
Facebook
Historian
Hospitality
Library
Member Comfort

Debbie Bianco
Chris Candello

Retreat/Fall
Retreat/Spring
Set-up
Sunshine
Webmaster
Welcoming
Workshops
Zoom/Technology

Joan Gunder
Barbara Hughes
Cathy Fennell
Joan Shaw
Cathy Radcliffe
Charlene Hagerty
Jean Hayden
Sue Fisher

Jean Hayden
Judy Snook
Barbara Hughes
Ruth Heslin
Nancy Hannum
Maxine Close
Sue Fisher
Gigi Procario
Laura Chaplar
Joanne Franklin
Rosemary Geisler
Judy Snook
Newsletter Editor
Judy Snook
Newsletter Publisher Linda Hamel
Programs
Ruth Heslin
Quilt Show
Chris Candello
Refreshments
Sept., Oct., Nov:

www.valleyforgequilters.org
VFHQonFacebook
Monthly Guild Meetings are held
on the Third Tuesday of every
month at 7 P.M. at the
Good Shepard Lutheran Church in
King of Prussia, PA

Newsletter Submissions
Send to: Judy Snook
Information for the next newsletter
must be received by the 25th of the
month.
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