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Jackieds Musings
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Tg the human mind, symbols are cultural representations of reality. Some symbols are
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universal and have meaning to people of all cultures -- yet they can be so personal they
®rfy have meaning to one person or one family. Quilts themselves often serve as very
Mdnnc

|Quilts igrﬂ,lsymbolize family heritage. If handmade by family members, they are some-
0 clothing worn by generations of family members. This idea is de-
b both of [thd

. scraps of dresses Grandma Dee had worn fifty and more years ago. Bits and pieces of

au érlan gzﬁ.atrrlé/?sNﬁa/Ls/e y shirts. And one teeny faded blue piece, about the size of a penny

t hat was

Keeping Quil't

from Great Grandpa Ezr
by Patricia Pol acc

mat chbox,
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Ly UKA&a A agpA7ZS amussian finmigrant mother and family arrive in the United States. She plans to

t NbaARSYyuamaSagaked quilt from a basket of old clothes
bSEU DdAfR aSS®nidy in backhome Russia dance around us
4+ NB3INI Y M mother to daughter for four generations. It becomes a Sabbath tablecloth and a wedding
Cl G v dzIl NI $NJ werngpg When it becomes a blanket for new generations of children, it really tells a fami-
- f2 Ol 2F (HK$ s thyy@f;{%, faith and endurance. 0
[ A6 NI NB H In The Color Purple quilts represent the community coming together in unison. The quilts
aSYoSNBKALHK 5 drMege composed of many different squares and symbolized sisterhood as well as the differ-

A A = ent kinds of people that made up the community. T he symbolism of quilts is woven
-S54 0 throughout much of this novel. Just as scraps of cloth come together to form a new,
I 2Y T2 NI v da f]|( strong, useful product, so, too, can women come together to forge a similar strong and
DdzA f R 2 2 NJ @ K 2 ltsﬁul bond. Were it not for our quilting guild, many of us would not know each other at
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all. And so our quilts often symbolize strong bonds of friendship and creativity 1 all
forged in our associations with each other in our guild.

Jackie Iglehart
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http://www.valleyforgequilters.org/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/valleyforge.homesteadquilters
https://www.facebook.com/valleyforge.homesteadquilters
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